
Sensitive

Online TASFA
Walk-Through



Sensitive

Navigate to https://www.highered.texas.gov/students-families/tasfa/ and scroll 
down until you see Start the Online TASFA on the screen.

To access the Online 
TASFA, click this Start 

the Online 
TASFA button. If you 
have not yet created 
an account, you will 
be prompted to do 

so on the next 
screen.

https://www.highered.texas.gov/students-families/tasfa/
https://www.highered.texas.gov/students-families/tasfa/
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Click here if 
this is your 
first time 
accessing 
the TASFA.

Sign in with your email address 
and password, if you have 
previously created a TASFA 

account.

After you click on Start the Online TASFA, you will be directed to this 
screen.
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Use a personal email address that 
is not your school district-issued 

email. You should also use an 
email address that is different 

from your parents’.

Passwords must be 
between 14 and 20 

characters.

You will be asked to verify 
your email address before 

you can move on to the next 
steps of creating your 

account.

If you select to sign up now, you will be prompted to enter your information to 
create an account.
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Click this button to 
access the application 

options.

Once your account is created, log in and start your application.
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Click the Start button to begin 
your application. If you have 

already started an application, 
this button will say “Resume”.

Select the application that corresponds to the year that you will receive financial 
aid, not the current academic year.
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Your answers will 
automatically save as 
you navigate through 
the application using 

these buttons.

Read through the instructions before you begin.
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This section includes 
questions about your 

demographics, 
education, and 

financial information.

In the first section, you will enter information about yourself.
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If you indicate that you will 
graduate from a high school in 
Texas, a search box will appear 

that will allow you to select your 
school from a list.

If you use the search bar and 
don’t see your school's name, 
scroll through the list below. 
Some school names may be 

abbreviated. 

Under Education Details, select your high school completion status from the 
following choices: high school diploma, home schooled, or GED.
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If you select male, an additional 
question will appear and 

require that you indicate your 
Selective Service registration 

status.

If you select that you were born male, you must indicate your Selective Service 
registration status.
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If you leave a required 
question blank or enter an 

inappropriate response, 
warnings will appear to help 

you enter information 
correctly.

Pay attention to any warnings that appear in red. 
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Questions 44 and 45 will be 
prepopulated based on the 
information you provided in 

the student section. 

In the second section, you will answer questions to determine your dependency 
status, and if you must include parent information on your application.
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Students that are determined to 
be independent will not see this 

section of questions.

If you are determined to be a dependent, you will be directed to answer 
questions about your parents and their finances.



Sensitive

You are not required to provide 
this information. Answering 
these questions could help 

determine if you are eligible for 
some financial aid options. If 
you do not wish to answer 

these questions, select Prefer 
not to answer.

In the fourth section, indicate if you or anyone in your household has received 
benefits from any of these federal programs.
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Count yourself when 
determining the 

number of people 
that will be in college. 
This number should 

not be 0.

Follow instructions to calculate your family size.
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When you select an 
institution, you will be 

prompted to select your 
housing plan, and may 

enter your college student 
ID, if you have one.

Select up to 10 colleges per submission that you wish to receive your TASFA.
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If you leave any required 
fields blank or enter a 
character that is not 

permitted in a field, you 
will be prompted to fix the 
errors before submitting.

Before you can submit your TASFA, 
your parent must review and 

acknowledge the application by using 
a secure link that they will receive via 

email.

Review your application and correct any errors that you may have.
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Once the TASFA is 
submitted, follow 

up with each 
college or 

university to 
determine what 

additional 
documents may be 

required.

After parents complete their portion of the TASFA, you will receive an email with 
instructions to log in, confirm your information, and submit your application.

Click here to 
confirm the 

information in your 
application is 

correct.

Review the list of 
colleges or 

universities that 
will receive your 

TASFA. Click submit.
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